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Of Dreams and Dreamers: Chanuka Reflections

l. Asking the Question: Why is Yosef Believed?
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8 And it was in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and summoned all the

magicians of Egypt and all of the wise men; and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could

interpret them for Pharaoh.
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Rashi (Quoting the Midrash-see below): The seemingly superfluous word, ny19Y, indicates that

many interpretations were offered to the king-but none were acceptable to him.

e The problem is, thus, magnified....

. Classical Approaches
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Midrash Sechel Tov: Pharaoh dreamt the interpretation, as well as the dream. [Subconscious

awareness?]
e Another possibility- He was testing his courtiers....
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Midrash Rabba: The king rejected all the interpretations because of their overwhelmingly

negative connotations
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lll. A Puzzling Pattern

A. Pharaoh’s View vs. His Courtier’s Views
NN 719 N'WKRIA
:D170 DINIDYID YR NIRMNIENINNAN 072w Yaw DR NPT 0Y72wn nay'?ani (1)
NIX DN'7 NY19 190'I NN 72 DRI DMIXN '0IN 72 NIX X' 7Y INN DYSNI1Paa ' (D)
:NYI197 DNIX NI |'NI NN

7 And Pharaoh awoke and behold it was a dream!

8 ...and Pharaoh told them his dream; but none could interpret them for Pharaoh.
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15 And Pharaoh said to Yosef: “| have dreamt a dream, and no one can interpret it...”
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17 And Pharaoh spoke to Yosef: “In my dream, behold | am standing on the bank of the river.”
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21-22 ... And | awoke; and | saw in my dream

B. Yosef’s Approach
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25 And Yosef said to Pharaoh: Pharaoh’s dream is one...

26 The seven good cows are seven years and the seven good sheaves are seven years; it is one
dream.
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32 And as for the repetition of the dream-two times-to Pharaoh, it is because the matter stands
ready before God, and God is hastening to do it.
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C. Not Only Pharaoh-An Egyptian Phenomenon? Or Only in Pharaoh’s Court?
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5 And they dreamt a dream-both of them—each his dream on one night-each according to the

interpretation of his dream-the cupbearer and the baker of the king of Egypt, who were
confined in the prison.
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6 And Yosef came upon them in the morning, and he saw them-and behold they were
distressed
7 And he asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward of his master's house, saying:
“Why do you look so sad to-day?”
8 And they said to him: “We have dreamed a dream, and there is none that can interpret it.”
And Joseph said to them: “Do not interpretations belong to God? Please tell it to me.

IV. The Contrast: Yosef’s View
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5 And Yosef dreamt a dream, and he told it to his brethren; and they hated him yet the more.

9 And he dreamt yet another dream, and told it to his brethren, and said: 'Behold, | have

dreamt yet a dream: and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars bowed down to me.'

V. What'’s the Message? Pharaoh and Yosef as Paradigms for a World View

® Rejecting or Embracing Complexity
® Pharaoh: The Paradigm of the Despot

® Yosef: The Paradigm of the Jew
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VI. A Final Note: Pharaoh’s Fears
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3 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them out of the river, of ugly appearance and

gaunt flesh; and stood by the other cows upon the bank of the river. 4 And the cows of ugly
appearance and gaunt flesh ate the seven cows of beautiful appearance and robust health.

NN 719 N'YUXI]
YOX 722 NIND MR X7 WA DAL TRA RN NIV NITT [ANNR N7y DNNR NNS yaw nani (vY)
V17 0"¥n
NN NNYRIN NNON YAy DR DN NN DN9N N1'7OKNI (D)
"YR'RI N7NNA IWKRD YO [DN'RINA1NIDNR IR IND D YT K71 D120 7R naRani (XD)
19 And, behold, seven other cows came up after them, scrawny and of very inferior form and

lean flesh, | have never seen inferiority like theirs in all the Land of Egypt. 20 And the lean and

inferior cows ate the first seven healthy cows. 21 And they came inside them, and it could not

be known that they had come inside them; for their appearance remained as inferior as at first-

and | awoke.

e Inability to accept reality
e Inability to accept Broken Rules
e Arethe dreams truly a harbinger of things to come?

VIl. Chanuka Reflections

e The realization of Pharaoh’s dream
e Chanuka in its complexity
e Rewriting history vs. accepting historical complexity



